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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and IEC (the International Electrotechnical
Commission) form the specialized system for worldwide standardization. National bodies that are members
of ISO or IEC participate in the development of International Standards through technical committees
established by the respective organization to deal with particular fields of technical activity. ISO and IEC
technical committees collaborate in fields of mutual interest. Other international organizations, governmental
and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO and IEC, also take part in the work.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are described
in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular, the different approval criteria needed for the different types of
document should be noted.

IEEE Standards documents are developed within IEEE Societies and subcommittees of IEEE Standards
Association (IEEE SA) Board of Governors. IEEE develops its standards through an accredited consensus
development process, which brings together volunteers representing varied viewpoints and interests to
achieve the final product. IEEE standards are documents developed by volunteers with scientific, academic,
and industry-based expertise in technical working groups. Volunteers are not necessarily members of [EEE or
IEEE SA and participate without compensation from IEEE. While IEEE administers the process and establishes
rules to promote fairness in the consensus development process, IEEE does not independently evaluate, test,
or verify the accuracy of any of the information or the soundness of any judgments contained in its standards.

ISO and IEC draw attention to the possibility that the implementation of this document may involve the use of
(a) patent(s). ISO and IEC take no position concerning the evidence, validity or applicability of any claimed
patent rights in respect thereof. As of the date of publication of this document, ISO and IEC had not received
notice of (a) patent(s) which may be required to implement this document. However, implementers are
cautioned that this may not represent the latest information, which may be obtained from the patent database
available at www.iso.org/patents and https://patents.iec.ch. ISO and IEC shall not be held responsible for
identifying any or all such patent rights.

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not
constitute an endorsement.

For an explanation of the voluntary nature of standards, the meaning of ISO specific terms and expressions
related to conformity assessment, as well as information about ISO's adherence to the World Trade
Organization (WTO) principles in the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), see www.iso.org/iso/foreword.html.
In the IEC, see www.iec.ch/understanding-standards.

ISO/IEC/IEEE 8802-1DC was prepared by the LAN/MAN of the IEEE Computer Society (as IEEE Std 802.1DC-
2024) and drafted in accordance with its editorial rules. It was adopted, under the “fast-track procedure”
defined in the Partner Standards Development Organization cooperation agreement between ISO and IEEE,
by Joint Technical Committee ISO/IEC JTC 1, Information technology, Subcommittee SC 6, Telecommunications
and information exchange between systems.

Alist of all parts in the ISO/IEC/IEEE 8802 series can be found on the ISO and IEC websites.

Any feedback or questions on this document should be directed to the user’s national standards body. A
complete listing of these bodies can be found at www.iso.org/members.html and www.iec.ch/national-
committees.
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Abstract: This standard specifies procedures and managed objects for quality of service (QoS)
features specified in IEEE Std 802.1Q, such as Per-Stream Filtering and Policing, queuing,

transmission selection, stream control, and frame preemption, in a network system that is not a
Bridge.
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Important Notices and Disclaimers Concerning IEEE Standards
Documents

IEEE Standards documents are made available for use subject to important notices and legal disclaimers.
These notices and disclaimers, or a reference to this page (https://standards.ieee.org/ipr/disclaimers.html),
appear in all IEEE standards and may be found under the heading “Important Notices and Disclaimers
Concerning IEEE Standards Documents.”

Notice and Disclaimer of Liability Concerning the Use of IEEE Standards
Documents

IEEE Standards documents are developed within IEEE Societies and subcommittees of IEEE Standards
Association (IEEE SA) Board of Governors. IEEE develops its standards through an accredited consensus
development process, which brings together volunteers representing varied viewpoints and interests to
achieve the final product. IEEE standards are documents developed by volunteers with scientific, academic,
and industry-based expertise in technical working groups. Volunteers involved in technical working groups
are not necessarily members of IEEE or IEEE SA and participate without compensation from IEEE. While
IEEE administers the process and establishes rules to promote fairness in the consensus development
process, IEEE does not independently evaluate, test, or verify the accuracy of any of the information or the
soundness of any judgments contained in its standards.

IEEE makes no warranties or representations concerning its standards, and expressly disclaims all
warranties, express or implied, concerning all standards, including but not limited to the warranties of
merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose and non-infringement. IEEE Standards documents do not
guarantee safety, security, health, or environmental protection, or compliance with law, or guarantee against
interference with or from other devices or networks. In addition, IEEE does not warrant or represent that the
use of the material contained in its standards is free from patent infringement. IEEE Standards documents
are supplied “AS IS” and “WITH ALL FAULTS.”

Use of an IEEE standard is wholly voluntary. The existence of an IEEE standard does not imply that there
are no other ways to produce, test, measure, purchase, market, or provide other goods and services related to
the scope of the IEEE standard. Furthermore, the viewpoint expressed at the time a standard is approved and
issued is subject to change brought about through developments in the state of the art and comments
received from users of the standard.

In publishing and making its standards available, IEEE is not suggesting or rendering professional or other
services for, or on behalf of, any person or entity, nor is IEEE undertaking to perform any duty owed by any
other person or entity to another. Any person utilizing any IEEE Standards document should rely upon their
own independent judgment in the exercise of reasonable care in any given circumstances or, as appropriate,
seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the appropriateness of a given IEEE standard.

IN NO EVENT SHALL IEEE BE LIABLE FOR ANY DIRECT, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, SPECIAL,
EXEMPLARY, OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES (INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO: THE
NEED TO PROCURE SUBSTITUTE GOODS OR SERVICES; LOSS OF USE, DATA, OR PROFITS;
OR BUSINESS INTERRUPTION) HOWEVER CAUSED AND ON ANY THEORY OF LIABILITY,
WHETHER IN CONTRACT, STRICT LIABILITY, OR TORT (INCLUDING NEGLIGENCE OR
OTHERWISE) ARISING IN ANY WAY OUT OF THE PUBLICATION, USE OF, OR RELIANCE
UPON ANY STANDARD, EVEN IF ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGE AND
REGARDLESS OF WHETHER SUCH DAMAGE WAS FORESEEABLE.
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Translations

The IEEE consensus balloting process involves the review of documents in English only. In the event that an
IEEE standard is translated, only the English language version published by IEEE is the approved IEEE
standard.

Use by artificial intelligence systems

In no event shall material in any IEEE Standards documents be used for the purpose of creating, training, en-
hancing, developing, maintaining, or contributing to any artificial intelligence systems without the express,
written consent of the IEEE SA in advance. “Artificial intelligence” refers to any software, application, or
other system that uses artificial intelligence, machine learning, or similar technologies, to analyze, train, pro-
cess, or generate content. Requests for consent can be submitted using the Contact Us form.!

Official statements

A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with the IEEE SA Standards Board Operations
Manual is not, and shall not be considered or inferred to be, the official position of IEEE or any of its
committees and shall not be considered to be or be relied upon as, a formal position of IEEE or IEEE SA. At
lectures, symposia, seminars, or educational courses, an individual presenting information on IEEE standards
shall make it clear that the presenter’s views should be considered the personal views of that individual rather
than the formal position of IEEE, IEEE SA, the Standards Committee, or the Working Group. Statements
made by volunteers may not represent the formal position of their employer(s) or affiliation(s). News releases
about IEEE standards issued by entities other than IEEE SA should be considered the view of the entity
issuing the release rather than the formal position of IEEE or IEEE SA.

Comments on standards

Comments for revision of IEEE Standards documents are welcome from any interested party, regardless of
membership affiliation with IEEE or IEEE SA. However, IEEE does not provide interpretations,
consulting information, or advice pertaining to IEEE Standards documents.

Suggestions for changes in documents should be in the form of a proposed change of text, together with
appropriate supporting comments. Since IEEE standards represent a consensus of concerned interests, it is
important that any responses to comments and questions also receive the concurrence of a balance of interests.
For this reason, IEEE and the members of its Societies and subcommittees of the IEEE SA Board of
Governors are not able to provide an instant response to comments or questions except in those cases where the
matter has previously been addressed. For the same reason, IEEE does not respond to interpretation requests.
Any person who would like to participate in evaluating comments or revisions to an IEEE standard is welcome
to join the relevant IEEE SA working group. You can indicate interest in a working group using the Interests
tab in the Manage Profile & Interests area of the IEEE SA myProject system.” An IEEE Account is needed to
access the application.

Comments on standards should be submitted using the Contact Us form.!

Laws and regulations

Users of IEEE Standards documents should consult all applicable laws and regulations. Compliance with the
provisions of any IEEE Standards document does not constitute compliance to any applicable regulatory

! Available at: https://standards.ieee.org/about/contact/.
2 Available at: https://development.standards.ieee.org/myproject-web/public/view . html#landing.
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requirements. Implementers of the standard are responsible for observing or referring to the applicable
regulatory requirements. IEEE does not, by the publication of its standards, intend to urge action that is not
in compliance with applicable laws, and these documents may not be construed as doing so.

Data privacy

Users of IEEE Standards documents should evaluate the standards for considerations of data privacy and
data ownership in the context of assessing and using the standards in compliance with applicable laws and
regulations.

Copyrights

IEEE draft and approved standards are copyrighted by IEEE under U.S. and international copyright laws.
They are made available by IEEE and are adopted for a wide variety of both public and private uses. These
include both use, by reference, in laws and regulations, and use in private self-regulation, standardization,
and the promotion of engineering practices and methods. By making these documents available for use and
adoption by public authorities and private users, neither IEEE nor its licensors waive any rights in copyright
to the documents.

Photocopies

Subject to payment of the appropriate licensing fees, IEEE will grant users a limited, non-exclusive license
to photocopy portions of any individual standard for company or organizational internal use or individual,
non-commercial use only. To arrange for payment of licensing fees, please contact Copyright Clearance
Center, Customer Service, 222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA 01923 USA; +1 978 750 8400; https://
www.copyright.com/. Permission to photocopy portions of any individual standard for educational
classroom use can also be obtained through the Copyright Clearance Center.

Updating of IEEE Standards documents

Users of IEEE Standards documents should be aware that these documents may be superseded at any time
by the issuance of new editions or may be amended from time to time through the issuance of amendments,
corrigenda, or errata. An official IEEE document at any point in time consists of the current edition of the
document together with any amendments, corrigenda, or errata then in effect.

Every IEEE standard is subjected to review at least every 10 years. When a document is more than 10 years
old and has not undergone a revision process, it is reasonable to conclude that its contents, although still of
some value, do not wholly reflect the present state of the art. Users are cautioned to check to determine that
they have the latest edition of any IEEE standard.

In order to determine whether a given document is the current edition and whether it has been amended

through the issuance of amendments, corrigenda, or errata, visit IEEE Xplore or contact IEEE.? For more
information about the IEEE SA or IEEE’s standards development process, visit the [IEEE SA Website.

Errata

Errata, if any, for all IEEE standards can be accessed on the IEEE SA Website.* Search for standard number
and year of approval to access the web page of the published standard. Errata links are located under the

3 Available at: https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/browse/standards/collection/ieee.

4 Available at: https://standards.ieee.org/standard/index.html.
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Additional Resources Details section. Errata are also available in IEEE Xplore. Users are encouraged to
periodically check for errata.

Patents
IEEE standards are developed in compliance with the IEEE SA Patent Policy.’

Attention is called to the possibility that implementation of this standard may require use of subject matter
covered by patent rights. By publication of this standard, no position is taken by the IEEE with respect to the
existence or validity of any patent rights in connection therewith. If a patent holder or patent applicant has
filed a statement of assurance via an Accepted Letter of Assurance, then the statement is listed on the
IEEE SA Website at https://standards.ieee.org/about/sasb/patcom/patents.html. Letters of Assurance may
indicate whether the Submitter is willing or unwilling to grant licenses under patent rights without
compensation or under reasonable rates, with reasonable terms and conditions that are demonstrably free of
any unfair discrimination to applicants desiring to obtain such licenses.

Essential Patent Claims may exist for which a Letter of Assurance has not been received. The IEEE is not
responsible for identifying Essential Patent Claims for which a license may be required, for conducting
inquiries into the legal validity or scope of Patents Claims, or determining whether any licensing terms or
conditions provided in connection with submission of a Letter of Assurance, if any, or in any licensing
agreements are reasonable or non-discriminatory. Users of this standard are expressly advised that
determination of the validity of any patent rights, and the risk of infringement of such rights, is entirely their
own responsibility. Further information may be obtained from the IEEE Standards Association.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Technologies, application of technologies, and recommended procedures in various industries evolve over
time. The IEEE standards development process allows participants to review developments in industries,
technologies, and practices, and to determine what, if any, updates should be made to the IEEE standard.
During this evolution, the technologies and recommendations in IEEE standards may be implemented in
ways not foreseen during the standard’s development. IEEE standards development activities consider
research and information presented to the standards development group in developing any safety
recommendations. Other information about safety practices, changes in technology or technology
implementation, or impact by peripheral systems also may be pertinent to safety considerations during
implementation of the standard. Implementers and users of IEEE Standards documents are responsible for
determining and complying with all appropriate safety, security, environmental, health, data privacy, and
interference protection practices and all applicable laws and regulations.

3 Available at: https://standards.ieee.org/about/sasb/patcom/materials.html.
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Introduction

This introduction is not part of IEEE Std 802.1DC-2024, IEEE Standard for Local and Metropolitan Area
Networks—Quality of Service Provision by Network Systems.

This standard specifies quality of service provision by network systems.

This standard contains state-of-the-art material. The area covered by this standard is undergoing evolution.
Revisions are anticipated within the next few years to clarify existing material, to correct possible errors, and
to incorporate new related material. Information on the current revision state of this and other IEEE 802
standards may be obtained from:

Secretary, IEEE SA Standards Board
445 Hoes Lane

Piscataway, NJ 08854

USA

9
Copyright © 2024 IEEE. All rights reserved.



ISO/IEC/IEEE 8802-1DC:2025(en)

Contents

Lo OVETVIBW ittt ettt b ettt b e sttt s bt et e bt s bt e s e s bt s bt et s bt eb e et e bt e bt et et e e bt ente bt sbee 12
1.1 SCOPE ettt
1.2 Specification model
1.3 Specification PrECEACIICE ........ccuieiieriiiiieeiie ettt ettt et eete e et et eseeeneesnseeseensaesneesnnens 12
1.4 Requirements termMiNOLOZY ........ccccoveviriirierieiririenieieienteteeee sttt ete sttt saesseeenesaens 12
1.5 Structure and relationship to other standards ..........ccccooceeievieriiienenieeeeeeee e 13
1.6 Reference CONVENTIONS ......ccccoueiririirieieiiitinterteteitete st ettt ettt sttt et s sae st et sbesaes 14

2. NOIMALIVE TETETEICES ...eouiruiiiiiiiiitirieiieierientetet ettt ettt ettt ettt b bt et ebe bt eseebesaenee 15

3. DETINITIONS .eiiiiiiieiieicitietet ettt ettt ettt ettt a e eh ettt et na e 16

4. ADDIEVIALIONS ..eviiiuiiiiitiitiieititeetent ettt sttt ettt sttt ettt a et ettt a ettt et a bbbt se bttt naenn 17

5. CONTOIMANCE ....oouiiiiiiiiieiieieitetet ettt ettt ettt ettt b et a e eb bt est et e b bt ese et saenseneeneenesrenee 18
5.1 Protocol Implementation Conformance Statement (PICS) ........cocevivierienineerieeeeeieee 18
5.2 Interpreting IEEE Std 802.1Q and IEEE Std 802.1CB for GFQoS systems ............c........... 18
53 GFQoS system required DERAVIOTS .......cc.eeieieriiriieiiieiirieeterte ettt
5.4  GFQOoS system optional BENAVIOTS ........ccevirieieriiniirieniieierieeteetete et ste e eseese e seeaeseeees
5.5 GFQoS end system required DEhaVIOTS ........ccoccieieiiriiriiiieiecie ettt e see e
5.6 GFQoS end system optional behaviors ....................

5.7  GFQoS forwarding system required behaviors
5.8  GFQoS forwarding system optional behaviors

6. IEEE 802.1Q quality Of SEIVICE PIOVISION ....ccvirueerieriirtieieiesieeientesteeiestesteetestesseesessesseensensesseensessesnes 21
6.1 OVETVIEW ..ttt ettt ettt ettt et b ettt bt eat et bt et e s bt eb e ea b e nbe e bt et esbeebeenbenbesaeentenbe e 21

6.2 List of GFQOS fUNCHONS ...cveiuieieiiieiieiieieeiieteee ettt sttt sttt sb ettt e e b e 21

6.2.1 Basic GFQOS functionality ........ccccecieieieirieieieieiecee ettt sre e sae s e 21

6.2.2 SEACE PIIOTIEY +vveuverrereieieeieietetetesteseeseeseesteseesseseeseesaeseeseesseseeseeseesaeseesaesesseesesseesessesseesessens 21

6.2.3 Enhanced Internal Sublayer Service (EISS) .....cccooviiiiiiiiininiirneceeeee e 21

6.2.4 Priority-based FIow Control (PFC) ......coiiiiiiirieieieeeceeee s 21

6.2.5 LS 0 TS (1S 111 014 o ) TSRS 21

6.2.6 Frame Replication and Elimination for Reliability .... .21

6.2.7 General flow classification and metering ................... .22
6.2.8 Per-Stream Filtering and Policing (PSFP) ... .22
6.2.9 Enhanced Transmission Selection (ETS) .......cccccveeininiiiiiiniiiiciccccsccee e 22
6.2.10 Scheduled traffic ... 22
6.2.11 Credit-based Shaper (CBS) .....ccooiiiiieieieieteeee ettt 22
6.2.12 Cyclic queuing and forwarding (CQF) .......cccvviiiriiieieeeieeeceeeeee e 22
6.2.13 Asynchronous Traffic Shaping (ATS) ..ccceveirirreinireee et 22
6.3 IEEE Std 802.1Q clauses and subclauses relevant to GFQOS .........ccccccooeievienieniecieeeee, 22
6.4  Other Bridge functions relevant to GFQOS Provision ..........c..cecceeeeevereneieciniineneceeenennens 24
6.4.1 LiNK AGGIEZAtION ...ecveiviiitieiisiieieeiieteete ettt ettt et sae e seesee e sseesaeseeseesaeseeseeseesessessensesseesensas 24
6.4.2 MAC Security entity .............. .24
6.4.3 Priority/DSCP regeneration .... .24
6.5 GFQoS functions not SPeCified ..........cceecuiiiieriiirieiieee e 24
6.5.1 Congestion NOLIFICALION .......cc.ecieieieieieieieieieeet ettt se e e sresseeseesessesnessennes 24
6.5.2 Media QoS capabilities .........ccccevereriereriererieriereaens .24
6.5.3 Frame Replication and Elimination for Reliability ..........cccccoeoireiineinenneinenceecne 24
6.5.4 CONIOL PIOLOCOLS ..ttt ettt ettt ettt et ettt ebe bbbt bbbt naes 25
10

Copyright © 2024 IEEE. All rights reserved.



ISO/IEC/IEEE 8802-1DC:2025(en)

7. GFQOS SYSEIMS ...evieiiiiiitieieteet ettt ettt ettt sttt et sb e bt et e s bt s bt et et s bt e st esbeebeen b e bt estenbesbesbeentenbesbean 26
7.1 GFQoS end systems, GFQoS forwarding systems, and Streams ...........cccoeceeeverereeevenenenne 26
7.2 GFQOS provision Model .........ccceevieriririerieniieieieienieeeeesee e
7.2.1 Flow classification and metering
7.2.1.1  General flow classification and metering ....
7.2.1.2  Per-stream classification and metering ........
7.2.2 Queuing frames ........
723 Queue management .........
7.2.4 Transmission selection .......
7.2.5 Parameterization Of fTAmMES .......ccceiiiriiiiiriiieece s
7.3 Requirements for GFQOS fUNCHONS .....ccueiiiiieiiieiieieee e
7.3.1 TranSmMisSION DY PIIOTILY ....eoverieruiruirieriirtieteriteiieit ettt ettt ettt eae st sbesae st sbesae e e
7.3.2 Enhanced Internal Sublayer SEIVICE .........ccceovriririeieirieieereeeteeeee e
733 Credit-based ShAPET ..........ccciiiiiiiiiiiic s
7.3.4 Frame preemption ........cccoeeeieirieieieieiee ettt ettt ettt ere st ene st beeae et eaes
8. MANAGEA ODJECLS ..ivvievieniiiiieieteeteetet ettt ettt e et e st e st et e st e e st e st e s teeseensasseeseenbesseeseenbeseentenbenseeseennenteerean 33
9. YANG data MO .....cooiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee ettt sttt 34
9.1 YANG frAmMEWOTK ....veiiiiiiiiiiiieeceeee ettt ettt sb ettt sae b e

9.2 IEEE 802.1DC YANG modules
9.3 Structure of the YANG modules

9.4 SeCUTitY CONSIACTALIONS ...c.vveeeieriieiieeieeiieteeieetee it e st eseesteeteeseesseesseesseeasseenseenseensaenssesssens
9.5  YANG Schema tree definitions
9.5.1 Tree diagram for ieee802-dot1dc-preemption-if ..........ccccecvevvriririieiieireneceee e
9.5.2 Tree diagram for ieee802-dot1dC-PSIP-SYS «.eveveierierieieieieeeee s
9.5.3 Tree diagram for ieee802-dot1dc-gOS ..ovviririeirieieieie e
9.5.4 Tree diagram for ieee802-dot1dc-sched-if .........cccoorieiiiieiieiee e
9.5.5 Tree diagram for ieee802-dot1dc-cbsa-if ........cecvevirieiiririeieceeeeee e
9.5.6 Tree diagram for ieee802-dot1dc-ats-if ........cooveirieieiirieieeee e
9.6 YANG mMOdUles .....coerveuerininiiiininciecncneecnens
9.6.1 Y ANG module for frame preemption
9.6.2 YANG module for Per-Stream Filtering and Policing .....
9.6.3 Y ANG module for GFQoS interface ............ccecveureunnen.
9.6.4 YANG module for scheduled transmissions ......
9.6.5 Y ANG module for credit-based shaper .....................
9.6.6 YANG module for Asynchronous Traffic Shaping ..........ccccoeeiveiineininnenineeeeecne
Annex A (informative) Protocol Implementation Conformance Statement (PICS) proforma ................... 47
ALl INITOQUCTION uteiiiiiitiieicetcet ettt eb e sttt et sttt s b et nee e ene et een
A.l.l Abbreviations and special symbols ....................

A.12 Instructions for completing the PICS proforma .
Al3 Additional information ....
A.l4 Exceptional information ..
A.lS5 Conditional items .....

A.1.6 TAENEITICALION ..eiiiiiieiieiceieeiteetete ettt ettt ettt ebe et e e e e e bt e beenbeesseeseeseensesananseens
A.2  PICS proforma for quality of service provision by network Systems .........c.cccocevververenennenn 50
A2l Major CapabIlitieS/OPLIONS .....cc.evuireireireieeietieieeieteteree ettt ettt eseere st e seesesseesesaeeeenaes 50
A22 GFQoS end system capabilitieS/OPLiONS ........ccceeererieirieieireeiieeeeeeeee et 50
A23 GFQoS forwarding system capabilitieS/OPtions ..........ccecveeeveririeerieieeneeeeeeeeeeeeseeeneeeeees 51
Annex B (informative) BiblIOZIapRY ........cceeiiiiiiiiieiieeiee ettt an 52
11

Copyright © 2024 IEEE. All rights reserved.



ISO/IEC/IEEE 8802-1DC:2025(en)

IEEE Std 802.1DC™-2024
IEEE Standard for Local and Metropolitan Area Networks—Quality of Service Provision by Network Systems

IEEE Standard for
Local and Metropolitan Area Networks—

Quality of Service Provision by
Network Systems

1. Overview

1.1 Scope

This standard specifies procedures and managed objects for quality of service (QoS) features specified in
IEEE Std 802.1Q, such as Per-Stream Filtering and Policing, queuing, transmission selection, stream
control, and preemption, in a network system that is not a Bridge.

1.2 Specification model

The model of operation documented by this standard is simply a basis for describing the functionality of a
compliant equipment. Implementations can adopt any internal model of operation compatible with the
externally visible behavior that this standard specifies. Conformance of equipment to this standard is purely
in respect of observable protocol.

1.3 Specification precedence

If any conflict among parts of this standard becomes apparent, information in normative tables takes
precedence over other parts of the standard, followed by that in normative text, followed by that in
normative figures. Non-normative tables, figures, and text are in annexes and are clearly marked as such.

1.4 Requirements terminology

For consistency with existing IEEE and IEEE 802.1 standards, requirements placed upon conformant
implementations of this standard are expressed using the following terminology:

a)  Shall is used for mandatory requirements.

b) May is used to describe implementation or administrative choices. “May” means “is permitted to,”
and hence, “may” and “may not” mean precisely the same thing.

¢)  Should is used for recommended choices. The behaviors described by “should” and “should not” are
both permissible but not equally desirable choices.

The Protocol Implementation Conformance Statement (PICS) proformas (see Annex A) reflect the

occurrences of the words “shall,” “may,” and “should” within the standard.
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The standard avoids needless repetition and apparent duplication of its formal requirements by using is,
is not, are, and are not for definitions and the logical consequences of conformant behavior. Behavior that is
permitted but is neither always required nor directly controlled by an implementor or administrator, or
whose conformance requirement is detailed elsewhere, is described by can. Behavior that never occurs in a
conformant implementation or system of conformant implementations is described by cannot. The word
allow is used as a replacement for the phrase “support the ability for,” and the word capability means “can be
configured to.”

Where this standard states that “a conformant system shall” support (conform to, provide, etc.) some part of
some other IEEE 802 standard, this means that the “shall,” “may,” and “should” terms in the referenced
standard apply in the manner described, in that referenced standard, to the conformant system; it does not
mean that a “may” or “should” in the referenced standard is promoted to a “shall” for this standard.

1.5 Structure and relationship to other standards

IEEE Std 802.1Q specifies the operation of Bridges and Bridged Networks, as well as certain end station
behaviors. Parts of that standard can be classified as describing quality of service (QoS) functions.
QoS functions are those that affect a network’s ability to serve data flows, as measured by the following
parameters:

a) Latency: The time required to forward a frame® from source to destination through a Bridged
Network.

b) Frame loss probability: The likelihood of losing a frame, rather than forwarding it, due to various
events occurring between the source and destination.

¢) Variability of the above parameters.

These parameters can be applied to individual frames, or to collections of frames, such as a single stream of
frames from one source application instance to another, all frames sharing the same priority value, or all
frames bound for a particular destination. Minimums, maximums, averages, or other mathematical functions
can be applied to the parameters of a collection.

In defining QoS, IEEE Std 802.1Q makes normative references to IEEE Std 802.1CB, and IEEE Std
802.1AC.

IEEE Std 802.1Q specifies quality of service (QoS) features for Bridges. These features are perfectly
applicable to other devices, for example, end stations, routers, or firewall appliances. In IEEE Std 802.1Q,
the specifications of these features are scattered, and coupled tightly to the operation of a Bridge. There is a
need for simple reference points to these QoS specifications that are usable for non-Bridge systems, and for
managed objects for these features that are not specific to Bridges.

This standard specifies General Frame Quality of Service (GFQoS), the IEEE 802.1DC quality of service. It
specifies the behavior of two kinds of systems, a GFQoS end system and a GFQoS forwarding system, each
of which supplies the GFQoS.

The referenced IEEE 802 standards specify many non-QoS functions that are of no concern to this standard.
For example, there are many functions that are performed by an IEEE 802.1Q Bridge, or by a GFQoS
forwarding system, that are not a part of GFQoS:

6 Bridges, by definition, receive, transmit, and forward “frames,” as specified in IEEE Std 802®. Other standards from IEEE and other
organizations use the term “packet” for a unit of transmitted data. This standard uses “frame” exclusively, as it indicates the unit of
transmission on a port, which is the most useful unit for this standard.
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d) Frame forwarding, in the sense of choosing the output port(s), to which a given frame is forwarded
by a GFQoS forwarding system.

e) Transformations that frames undergo as they are forwarded due to forwarding decisions, for
example, adding VLAN (Virtual Local Area Network) tags or updating fields in an IPv6 header
[B9].

f)  Frame Replication and Elimination for Reliability. (See 6.5.3 for an explanation of why.)

g) Various control protocols, including resource reservation protocols (e.g., Stream Reservation
Protocol, SRP, Clause 35 of IEEE Std 802.1Q-2022, or Resource ReSerVation Protocol, RSVP,
IETF RFC 2205 [B7]) that can be used to control GFQoS functions. (See 6.5.4 for an explanation of
why.)

Clause 2, Clause 3, and Clause 4 contain the normative references, definitions, and abbreviations used in
this standard, respectively. Clause 5 specifies the requirements for various types of systems to claim
compliance to this standard. It is the starting point to answer the question, “What does a compliant
implementation have to do?” Clause 6 introduces the specifications for GFQoS functions specified in IEEE
Std 802.1Q and IEEE Std 802.1CB, including, in 6.2, a complete list of GFQoS functions. Clause 7 contains
the specifications for certain of the GFQoS functions that cannot be specified in Clause 5, simply as
references to other IEEE 802.1 standards. Clause 8 specifies the managed objects required to control the
GFQoS functions.

1.6 Reference conventions

Because this standard makes frequent references to specific subclauses in IEEE Std 802.1Q-2022 and its
amendments, IEEE Std 802.1AC-2016, and IEEE Std 802.1CB-2017, as well as to subclauses within this
standard, the following conventions are used:

—  Avreference to “subclause x.y in IEEE Std 802.1Q-2022” is of the form: “[Q] x.y”.

—  Avreference to “subclause x.y in IEEE Std 802.1CB-2017" is of the form: “[CB] x.y”.
—  Avreference to “subclause x.y in IEEE Std 802.1AC-2016” is of the form: “[AC] x.)”.
— Areference to “subclause x.y in IEEE Std 802.1Qcw-2023" is of the form: “[Qcw] x.y”.
— Avreference to “subclause x.y in IEEE Std 802.1Qcz-2023” is of the form: “[Qcz] x.y”.
—  Avreference to “subclause x.y in IEEE Std 802.1Qdx-2024" is of the form: “[Qdx] x.)”.
— Avreference to subclause x.y in this standard has no prefix: “x.y”.

7 The numbers in brackets correspond to those of the bibliography in Annex B.
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2. Normative references

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document (i.e., they must
be understood and used, so each referenced document is cited in text and its relationship to this document is
explained). For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of
the referenced document (including any amendments or corrigenda) applies. Non-normative references
(i.e., that provide additional information not required for the application of this document) are given in
Annex B.

NOTE—The inclusion of a document in this list of normative references indicates that certain information in that
document is necessary to implement this standard. It does not imply that any other part of that referenced document is to
be implemented by a system conformant to this standard.

IEEE Std 802®, IEEE Standard for Local and Metropolitan Area Networks: Overview and Architecture.® ¥

IEEE Std 802.1AC™-2016, IEEE Standard for Local and metropolitan area networks—Media Access
Control (MAC) Service Definition.

IEEE Std 802.1CB™-2017, IEEE Standard for Local and metropolitan area networks—Frame Replication
and Elimination for Reliability.

IEEE Std 802.1Q™-2022, IEEE Standard for Local and Metropolitan Area Networks—Bridges and Bridged
Networks.

IEEE Std 802.1Qcw™-2023, IEEE Standard for Local and metropolitan area networks—Bridges and
Bridged Networks—Amendment 36: YANG Data Models for Scheduled Traffic, Frame Preemption, and
Per-Stream Filtering and Policing.

IEEE Std 802.1Qcz™-2023, IEEE Standard for Local and metropolitan area networks—Bridges and
Bridged Networks—Amendment 35: Congestion Isolation.

IEEE Std 802.1Qdx™-2024, IEEE Standard for Local and metropolitan area networks—Bridges and
Bridged Networks—Amendment 39: YANG Data Models for the Credit-Based Shaper.

8 IEEE publications are available from the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (http://standards.ieee.org/).

9 The IEEE standards or products referred to in Clause 2 are trademarks owned by the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers,
Incorporated.
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